











MINISTRY NEWS & UPDATES 5

Children’s Ministries

Elementary Faith Formation

This program for children in Grades 1—8
begins with Sacrament Preparation and
continues to invite children into a personal
relationship with God through prayer, the
Bible, liturgy, and church history. Classes
meet on Monday afternoons during the
school yeat.

Drop-In Programs

Our Preschool Sunday School Ministry
provides Bible stories, art projects and
various activities for your potty-trained
children ages 3-5 during the Sunday 10
a.m. Mass. Sunday School is held upstairs,
above Gara Hall, in the art room.

Children in 1st grade and older are invited
to be dismissed from Sunday 10 a.m. Mass
after the Opening Prayer and go to Gara
Hall where they will have the opportunity
to listen to the Sunday readings at an age-
appropriate level as part of our Children’s
Liturgy of the Word. Children return just
before the Liturgy of the Eucharist to
continue to participate in Mass.

Preschool Sunday School and Children’s
Liturgy of the Word are considered “drop-
in” programs and no registration is
required. Currently, they run on the 2nd
and 4th Sundays of the month.

Youth Ministry

High School Youth Nites

All high school youth are welcome to these
semi-monthly  gatherings of FAITH,
FELLOWSHIP, and FUN. They occur
every 2nd and 4th Wednesday nights
(except holidays), 7:00—8:30 p.m. in Gara
Hall. Upcoming: March 27!

Confirmation Program
Year 2 Session & Mass:
April 6, 4:00 p.m. in Gara Hall

Year 1 Day Retreat:
April 14, 11:00 a.m. in O’Malley Hall

Bulletin Deadlines °

Articles for inclusion in the bulletin must
be emailed to bulletin@st-rita.org ten
days before desired publication date.

Bulletin issue:

March 31
April 7

Submit blurbs by:
Thursday, March 21
Thursday, March 28

Thank _you for your cooperation!

ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS NOW FOR THE 2019-2020 SCHOOL YEAR, GRADES TK-8

Instruction focuses on faith development and academic excellence. Students forge life-
long friendships through their academics, sports and multiple enrichment opportunities.
Teachers create and foster learning environments where all children are challenged to
utilize a variety of innovative problem solving and analytical skills to become 215t century
leaders of our church and society at large. Schedule a tour to learn morel!

(626) 355-6114
%A Catholic Education is an Advantage for Life”

Children’s Liturgy of the Word and Preschool
Sunday School will be held next Sunday, March 24
during the 10:00 a.m. Mass. Kids, please join us!

See left column for more information.

Mass Intentions

Mass Intentions are available for parish
weekday and weekend Masses for the
repose of the soul of a deceased loved
one, or for the special intention of
someone living. The person for whom
the Mass is offered is remembered by
name during the Mass, and their name is
printed in the parish bulletin among the
Mass Intentions listed for the week they
will be remembered (see leftmost
column on Page 4). The suggested
donation is $10. If you would like to
have a loved one — living or deceased —
remembered at St. Rita with a Mass
intention, please contact us.

For more information:
St. Rita Parish Office
(626) 3551292

> o

Altar Server Training

The next two Mondays, March 18
and March 25, from 3:15 p.m. to
4:15 p.m., there will be training
sessions held in the church for any
altar servers who want a refresher on
serving on the altar for either daily or
Sunday Masses. Bring your questions
and we will go over anything needed.
New or prospective altar servers are
welcome to come and either sign up
or become introduced to the Altar
Server Ministry.

For more information:
Kathy Ganino
altarservers(@st-tita.org

Examining our consciences, repentance, and confession to our Father
who is rich in mercy lead to a firm purpose of amendment.
This, in turn, must translate into concrete ways of thinking and acting
that are more respectful of creation.

—Pope Francis
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6 DATES, EVENTS, AND STEWARDSHIP

T his Week at St. Rita

Wednesday, March 20 — Bible Study
7:00 p.m. e Parish Office Meeting Room
We will continue with our study of Hebrews, chapter 10.
All are welcome!

Friday, March 22 — Stations of the Cross
7:30 p.m. e in the Church
Please join us for Soup Kitchen beforehand at 6:15 p.m.
in Gara Hall, sponsored by the Boy Scouts.
See Page 4 for more information.

Friday, March 22 — Sunday, March 24
Men’s Retreat at Mater Dolorosa
Pray for your brothers during their time of rest and reflection.

Savc the Datc

Next Sunday, March 24
Children’s Liturgy of the Word
and Preschool Sunday School
A special opportunity for the kids of the parish,
offered during the 10:00 Mass.
See Page 5 for details.

Sunday, March 31 — Fr. Tom’s Installation Mass
12:00 noon in the Church

WHAT IS THE CRS RICE BOWL?

TLast weekend at St. Rita, the CRS Rice Bowls were blessed at all
the Masses. But what is a CRS Rice Bowl? This simple cardboard
box is a tool for collecting Lenten alms—and comes with a
Lenten calendar that guides families through the 40 days of Lent
with activities, reflections and stories.

CRS Rice Bowl is the Lenten program of Catholic Relief
Services, the official relief and development agency of the United
States Conference of Catholic Bishops. Through CRS Rice Bowl,
faith communities in every diocese throughout the United States
put their faith into action through prayer, fasting and almsgiving.
Lenten alms donated through CRS Rice Bowl support the work
of CRS in roughly 45 different countries each year. 25% of all
donations to CRS Rice Bowl stay in the local diocese, supporting
hunger and poverty alleviation efforts. Since its inception in 1975,
CRS Rice Bowl has raised nearly $300 million.

If you didn’t receive a CRS Rice Bowl, you may pick one up in the
vestibule. For more information, stories of hope, reflections, and
meatless recipes, please visit www.crsricebowl.org.

Capital Campaign Corner

You can leave a lasting
legacy to St. Rita!

We are so grateful for each and every one of our supporters through
the years! You can create a bigger impact than you may have ever
thought possible simply by thinking ahead and making a commitment
to provide long-term support to St. Rita’s Church.

As you create or refine a plan to protect and provide for your family,
please remember that you can include a gift to St. Rita’s that will
continue to be a spiritual home for your family for years to come, and
carry on a lasting legacy of your values.
Making a gift is easier than you may think. Depending on the gift
arrangement that you choose, you can:

Feel secure about the future of your loved ones.
Maintain control of your assets for life.

Receive tax benefits.
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Give more than you ever thought possible.

You can make sure St. Rita continues to receive the support needed far
into the future. If you are interested in exploring a planned gift, please
contact Mara Chimenti, in the Parish office at (626) 355-1292 x232.
If, in the course of your planning, you have already honored St. Rita
through a planned gift, we would appreciate hearing from you.
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Catholic Community
& Local Events

12 Steps to Spiritual Awakening—Saturday, March 23. Led by
Herb Kaighan, Spiritual Director, attendees will engage in an
experimental process of personal transformation. You will identify
sources of unhappiness, formulate a process for healing, and learn
the skills to foster a sense of well-being. This 12-Step
methodology promises enlightenment for all who embrace and
incorporate this way of life. $25. 1—5:00 p.m. Mary & Joseph
Retreat Center, 5300 Crest Road, Rancho Palos Verdes, 90275.

Information: ~ Marlene Velazquez o (310) 377-4867 x234
Leonard Bernstein’s MASS: A celebration of Music, Faith,
and Unity—Wednesday, March 27. Join us for the Bellarmine
Forum’s spring signature event, featuring over 100 performers,
musicians, and artists. Leonard Bernstein’s MASS wuses the
traditional Latin liturgy and a creative lens to explore themes of
faith, doubt, and tolerance. Free, with reception to follow. 7:30
p.m. Burns Recreation Center Back Court, Loyola Marymount
University, 1 LMU Drive, Los Angeles, 90045.

Information:  bellarmine@lmu.edu

bellarmine.lmu.edu/BernsteinMass.
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ST. RITA OF CASCIA CATHOLIC FAITH COMMUNITY

Last weekend, 10 students from St. Rita School competed in the 29th Archdiocese of
Los Angeles Junior High Academic Decathlon. 100 schools from the archdiocese
competed in this event; this is the largest single event in the archdiocese for school
competitions. Our school had two individual winners at the competition. Charlotte
Bax placed 3rd out of 100 students in Mathematics, and Giulia Bhatia placed 6th
out of 100 in Religion. Congratulations, Raiders!!!




