





Dear Parishioners and Visitots,

SAINT RITA OF CASCIA CHURCH

Llaslor s

BEARING PALM BRANCHES IS A COMMITMENT

TO KEEP HOLY WEEK HOLY.

Observance of Holy Week 2017 at Saint Rita Parish. I am looking forward to celebrating it with you.

PASSION (PALM) SUNDAY

A Christian should not let the holy
irony of Passion Sunday escape him or
her:  We begin (as did those first
followers of Jesus) singing “Hosanna in
the bighest to the Son of David!” marking
Jesus’ triumphant entrance into
Jerusalem—but only minutes later we
will proclaim the Passion which marks
almost complete abandonment of Jesus
in face of the Cross. Such is our life of
faithfulness and sin even today. Each
mass will have its own blessing of
palms; the 10 AM Sunday mass will be
preceded be a solemn procession
beginning on the South East corner of
Baldwin and Alegtia.

*NOTE: Processions, readings of
the passion, or other parts of the
liturgies may be long—feel free to
remain in the church or be seated
whenever this would be more
comfortable or wiser to do.

Monday of Holy Week
There will be a regular weekday Mass at
St. Rita at 8 AM, but the principal
celebration of foday will be The Mass of
the Holy Chrism, to be celebrated by
Archbishop Jose H. Gomez in the
Mother Church, Our ILady of the
Angels Cathedral at 7:00 PM. Here all
of our auxiliary bishops, hundreds of
religious and parishioners from all over
the archdiocese, and well over 600
priests and deacons will witness
Archbishop Gomez’ consecration of
the Holy Chrism, The Oil of

Catechumens, and the Oil of the Sick.
The Chrism and Oils will then be
distributed throughout the archdiocese
for use in the sacraments. All in
attendance clergy, religious, and lay will
renew vows and promises. Any and
all are welcome to attend this most
impressive celebration of the Eucharist.
(If you plan to attend, get there at least
one hout ahead!)

Tuesday of Holy Week
Regular weekday Mass, 8§
(SCHOOL MASS)

AM

Wednesday of Holy Week
Regular Communion Service, § AM

T he Easter T riduum

HOLY THURSDAY

7:30 PM, Solemn Mass of the Lord’s
Supper. This celebration of the
Bucharist will include: the Solemn
Reception of the Chrism and Holy Oils
for use at St. Rita, the Commemoration
for Jesus” Washing of the Feet (What I
have done you also must do!”), and after
Mass the Procession of the Holy
Eucharist to the Altar of Repose in the
Msgr. Gara Parish Center. The Holy
Eucharist will remain for adoration
until 11:30 PM.

GOOD FRIDAY
No Masses are allowed to be celebrated
on Good Friday, nor will there be the

—Msgr. Richard

presence of the Holy Eucharist in the
church. At 1:30 PM we will observe
the Solemn Liturgy of Good Friday.
This will include: the Proclamation of
the Passion of Jesus Christ; the Singing
of the General Intercessions; the
Solemn Entrance of The Cross
followed by Veneration of the Cross;
and Holy Communion. Any remaining
Eucharist will be once again removed
from the church, recalling Jesus’ time in
the tomb.

HOLY SATURDAY /
EASTER VIGIL
The church remains empty and silent
throughout the day. [Those cleaning
and preparing the church should do so
quietly, using only whispered tones.]
The Solemn Liturgical Rites begin at
7:30 PM—Lighting of the New Fire
and Blessing of the Paschal Candle (just
east of shrine and outside the glass
doors); followed by the Easter
Proclamation (Exsultel); the Liturgy of
the Word with three Old Testament
Readings, Gloria and Opening Prayer,
the Epistle, First Alleluia of Easter, and
the Gospel—Celebration of Baptism,
with the Blessing of Water and the
Renewal of Baptismal Promises; and
completion of the First Mass of Faster.

EASTER SUNDAY
The Masses of the Resurrection will be
celebrated at the regular Sunday hours
of 7:30 AM and 10 AM and at 12
Noon.




PALM SUNDAY OF THE PASSION OF THE LORD — APRIL 9, 2017 4

MASS INTENTIONS
SATURDAY, APRIL 8
8:00 AM Mary Anne Ferencz RIP
5:30 PM For all parishioners
SUNDAY, APRILY
7:30 AM Mae Elizabeth Lynch RIP
10:00 AM  Albert Castillo RIP
12 NOON  Margaret Halpin RIP
MONDAY, APRIL 10

8:00 AM Barbara Lewis RIP
TUESDAY, APRIL 11
8:00 AM Dr. Stephen Bruny RIP

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 12
8:00 AM Communion Service
THURSDAY, APRIL 13
7:30 PM Elsie O’Donnell RIP
FRIDAY, APRIL 14
(No Mass)
SATURDAY, APRIL 15

7:30 PM Don Schimmoller RIP
SUNDAY, APRIL 16
7:30 AM For all parishioners

10:00 AM  Molly Lynch INT
12 NOON  Mary C. Fearman RIP

FEAST DAYS & OBSERVANCES

Sunday: Palm Sunday of the
Passion of the Lord

Monday: Passover begins at
sunsct

Thursday:  Holy Thursday; the
Sacred Paschal Triduum

Friday: Friday of the Passion of
the Lord

Saturday: Holy Saturday; Easter
Vigil in the Holy Night

TODAY’S READINGS

Gospel at the Procession with

Palms — Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem
(Matthew 21:1-11).

First Reading — In spite of my
sufferings I am not disgraced. I am not
put to shame (Isaiah 50:4-7).

Psalm — My God, my God, why
have you abandoned me? (Psalm 22)

Second Reading — Christ emptied
himself, and God filled this emptiness
with exaltation (Philippians 2:6-11).

Gospel — — The account of Christ’s
passion according to Matthew (Matthew

26:14 — 27:66 [27:11-54)).

PLEASE PRAY FOR
THOSE WHO REQUEST
OUR PRAYERS —

Molly Lynch, Tessa Milward, Mary
Zuckerburg, Linda Theriault, Betsy
Batchelder, Rose Steele, Wayne Steven
Dow, Pete & Daisy Olson, Gil Lazo,
Tim Jebbia, Margaret Fala, Hannah
Waken, Clare Greteman, Mike
Dendrinos, Rita Centeno, Br. William
Carriere, Al Bencia, Lalo Arriaga, Mary
Kay Lee, Jane Rowland, John
Centeno, Jim Crilly, Trini Marti, Rosie
Vidaurri, Joann Little, Brittany Rhyne,
Leslie Lemus, Luz Arriaga, Lynn
Snetsinger, Randy Graff, Paul Viger,
Isabel Rosas Curci, José Zuniga,
Joseph J. Gruppie, Ron Jones, John
Collins, Doug Peterson, Sandra
Osborne, Guia Canizales, Margie
Schubert, Evelyn Tres, Gerald Drean,
Toni Navarro, Clare Marquardt, Tonyja
Blakeslee, Addie Marshall, Jackie
Bagnuolo, Edith Olah, Fred Mycroft,
Joseph Moore.

Please note: names on the Sick List are
published for thirty days nnless otherwise
requested. To add or remove a name, please
contact the Parish Office or email:

bulletin@st-rita.org

==>

Seeing Christ Clearly

We start today looking through the
portals of Jerusalem, seeing crowds of
people, cheering and waving palm
branches in the air. The whole
atmosphere is one of joy, triumph,
and celebration. We can get distracted
or enthralled by the scene, and not
see clearly the features of Jesus as he
enters. But our readings from Isaiah
and Paul’s letter to the Philippians
clarify his features for us. He is the
Suffering Servant, meek and mute
before his captors and persecutors; he
is the very image of the unseen God,
yet will not clutch at equality with
God before he endures his final
confrontation in humility. Isaiah and
Paul help us “behold the Lamb of
God” before we hear the story of his
final and greatest confrontation. It is
important that we see Christ clearly
before we hear the account of his
passion, for we—his Body through
baptism, the church—now bear his
face. We must, with him, enter into
this time of trial so we can, also with
him, enter into his final triumph.
Copyright © ]. S. Paluch Co., Inc.

presence among us.

Those who attended the recent St. Rita Men's Retreat at Mater Dolorosa on
March 24—26 came away revitalized, with a greater understanding of Christ's
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Children’s Ministries

Elementary Religious Education

This program for children in Grades 1 - 5
begins with Sacrament Preparation and
continues to invite children into a personal
relationship with God through prayer, the
Bible, liturgy, and church history. Classes
meet on Monday afternoons during the
school year.

Preschool Sunday School

Our Sunday School program provides Bible
stories, art projects and various activities
while creating a safe environment for your
preschool- and kindergarten—aged child
(ages 3-5) during the Sunday 10 a.m. Mass.
Come join us upstairs in Gara Hall!

Children’s Liturgy of the Word
Children in 1st grade and older are invited
to be dismissed from Sunday 10 a.m. Mass
after the Opening Prayer and go to Gara
Hall where they will have the opportunity
to listen to the Sunday readings at an age-
appropriate level. Children return just
before the Liturgy of the Fucharist to
continue to participate in Mass.

Cristina Cullen * dre@st-rita.org

Youth Ministry

High School Youth Nites

2nd and 4th Wednesday of each month,
throughout the year. Join us for faith, fun,
and fellowship! Upcoming:

4/26e 7:00-8:30 p.m. ¢ Gara Hall

EDGE Middle School
e Monday Fun Day: 5/1

Confirmation Program Meetings

e  Rite of Confirmation
4/29, 5:30 p.m. in the Church

Theresa Costanzo * ym@st-tita.org

Young Adult Ministry

Please contact us for more information on
this Ministry for adults between 18 and 39,
single or married.

Priya Tharayil ¢ trosep84@yahoo.com

Bulletin Deadline

Ten days before desired publication date.
bulletin@st-rita.org * 355-1292 x226

—i We should glory in the :_

{ 1
. Roman Missal 3+

HosT FAMILIES NEEDED

The Youth Ministry needs four host
families each to house a couple of
young adult evangelists from the
National Evangelization Team (NET)
for two nights on April 23 and
24. The NET team will come to St.
Rita to lead a Year 1 Confirmation
Retreat on Sunday, April 23.

If you can host, please contact:
Theresa Costanzo
ym(@st-rita.org

cross of our Lord Jesus
Christ, in whom is our
salvation, life and
resurrection; through
whom we are saved and
delivered.

—Entrance Antiphon,
Evening Mass of the Lord’s Supper,

':..Y ........................... 7..:’

New Church Air
Conditioner Installed

As part of our Capital Campaign
church renovation, new equipment
was recently installed to completely
upgrade the church air conditioning
system. Integrated Mechanical Systems
designed and installed a state-of-the-
art Multistack water chiller and a BAC
evaporative cooler, including all new
pumps, valves and plumbing. The
efficiency of the new equipment will
save us on electrical costs and will be
far more reliable than the fifty-year old
system which was replaced. This new
system serves both the church and
O’Malley Hall. The heating system
was upgraded last year, and this now
completes the HVAC portion of our
church renovations. Thank you for
your continued support of our
campaign!

SPECIAL COLLECTIONS
IN THE MONTH OF APRIL

Palm Sunday, April 9:
Maintenance & Repair
(blue envelope)

This monthly collection is used solely
for the upkeep of our facilities—
Church, Halls, Offices. Please be
generous in helping us as we often
run into “non-budgeted” repairs. If
you do not receive envelope packets,
just mark “for Maintenance Only” on
your check.

There will be special envelopes in the pews for
the following collections:

Holy Thursday, April 13:
'This collection is for the
benefit of the poor.

Good Friday, April 14:
A special Universal Church collection
for the preservation
of sites in the Holy Land.

Easter Weekend—April 15 & 16:
Please be generous in your support
of our Parish.
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T his Week at St. Rita

HOLY WEEK — APRIL 9-15
Below is a summary of the schedule of liturgies.
See the Pastor’s Corner on Page 3 for detailed information.

MO X

This weekend, Palm Sunday, April 9
Regular schedule of Masses.

Monday, April 10
Regular 8:00 a.m. weekday Mass
Chrism Mass at the L.A. Cathedral—7:00 p.m.

Tuesday, April 11
Regular 8:00 a.m. School Mass
Penance Service at St. Rita—7:00 p.m.

Holy Thursday, April 13
Solemn Mass of the Lord’s Supper—7:30 p.m.
The altar of repose in Gara Hall will remain open for
Eucharistic Adoration until 11:30 p.m.

Good Friday, April 14
Solemn Liturgy of Good Friday—1:30 p.m.

Holy Saturday, April 15
Easter Vigil Mass in the Holy Night—7:30 p.m.

Save the Datc

EASTER SUNDAY — APRIL 16
Regular schedule of Masses.

April 2017
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CHRIST IN GESTHEMANE, Heinrich Hofmann (1890)
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Catholic Community
& Local Events

Sunday, April 23—Are You Being Called to Become a
Deacon? Information meeting for men interested in the
Permanent Diaconate. 2:00-4:00 p.m., St. Andrew Parish
School, 42 Chestnut St., Pasadena, 91103.

Information: Claudia Ortiz e (213) 637-7383

Friday, May 5 to Sunday, May 7— Receiving Abundant
Grace. Join Jim Clarke, Ph.D., Director of Evangelization for
the L.A. Archdiocese, for an invigorating retreat focusing on
God’s ever-present grace and love. Cost is $245/per person for
double occupancy or $345/petr person for single occupancy
($15 discount if paid in full by April 14). Mary & Joseph Retreat
Center, 5300 Crest Rd., Ranchos Palos Verdes, 90275.

Information: Marlene Velazquez o (310) 377-4867 x234
www.maryjoseph.org
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Ecce HoMmo, Antonio Ciseri (1871)



